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This is the case involving the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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At the time of his arrest in Loudon, on June 8, 1968 
subject Ray among other things, had in his possession a 
.38 caliber "Liberty Chief" revolver manufactured by the 
Miroltu Firearms Manufacturing Company, Japan. Upon request 
o^ourjbcgal Attache in Tokyo, " 

determined that r e c o rd s of" t n o lurok 1 ”' ire arms 
lauui acturing Company, Shikoku, Japan, show that this 
weapon was shipped on August 3, 1966, destined for the 
Liberty Arms Corporation in Montrose, California. We 
traced this pistol from the Liberty Arms Corporation in 
Montrose, California, to the person who sold it to Ray in 
October, 1967 in Birmingham, Alabama. 









Tokyo has advised that 
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is concerned that they 



would be embarrassed by Japanese reporters who might 
learn of the tracing of Ray’s gun to Japan and as] 



istions 



which they may not feel free to answer. m 

requested to be a d v xs eu ivne t he r or 
hy res t r iction regard i mM; he 





data relating to the gun’s origin. 

also dcslx'c to know whether this information lias been made 
public and whether such a release is contcmpla tpd- a 
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>rmation dfcVdloped by ______ 

|>»nly indicates where the pj^s 




wasrTiriuiui actured and to whom it was first shipped, the 
release of this information should have no adverse, effect^ 
on this case. 
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Aloiiiora ndum to Mr. beboaeh 
Hh: M 111! KIN 
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icnora J. 



Tlio inquiry of tlio Hi^ap 
ti LcpTTc'n J . Pol 1 ah f Ji* Uu, ^'i v j 1 L^-' d i vi 

a i-u^, l ?; L , tion wn ’ 

lion t j VO i nf ?™? d . UnU tho i»Corrna- 

and - it is »o t contomolated lint it rin ‘ voa l )on l,a - s not been. 



- ; ion, and he 

|.„ lrMl \ hc v, ‘ on Pon Would not be 

„,J 1 ?? a f nst H»y» and 



«r. Poll.nl; «ta ted 

b ‘- : "Jv.i'.f:d that the Tl^ • j-j < :a „ 

jnvc«u K .-,iL„ r?Ld?vc «»*«• 

receiver of the ;;un; however a 1Ki Ul< - first 

consider the desirability e f ’ nc WBMW f * y T,iah to 
investigation in thie m-ii r d lo>ln '" results of 

coi.ip le ted , although this is a L tZSiSUl 
ACTION : 



I,c[;a 1 /•■ t 1 r.2hc U l'n'T, J" 1 ' TT'“ is » ^'.Uer„„ l„ oi „. 

Mrta'lW* 'i’\ ” in U»c vitl, 

boi »K confirmed in writing. J - C,cus&1 °n fir. Po.Uak i* 
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